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Backlim is a versatile and reliable variety that has been a standard on 
the Northwest European white asparagus cultivation market for many 
years. Backlim is extremely controllable in current cultivation systems, 
making it an excellent variety for modern asparagus growers.
Backlim is unmatched in yield and quality in the late segment. We also 
have a great deal of experience with Backlim in heated cultivation and 
know that Backlim can realise yields of more than 10 tonnes. 

The current modern mini tunnels can also be used for late varieties. 
This makes it easier to control late varieties like Backlim and to 
achieve maximum yields. Backlim is a late variety with good spear 
size and quality for the second half of the season; a top variety with a 
long lifespan and high returns. 
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Limnews is the regular Limgroup newsletter for 
everyone involved in the asparagus world. Limgroup 
has extensive cultivation expertise regarding the 
technical aspects of asparagus cultivation, and 
values this knowledge highly. We are also keen 
to share it with you. In addition, our demo fi eld 
is developing into a major source of information 
regarding asparagus cultivation. The fi rst planting 
dates from 2011, with the objective of demonstrating 
the various applications of cultivation technology for 
our varieties. The demo fi eld is expanded annually 
with new and up-to-date trials. Since its inception 
the demo fi eld has yielded a great deal of valuable 
information and we have had the opportunity to 
welcome many visitors from the asparagus sector.

Limgroup has put together a book for you entitled 
“Diseases and pests in asparagus cultivation”, which 
describes the most important diseases and pests 
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encountered 
in asparagus 
cultivation 
worldwide. We will 
continue to search 
for and share important 
information on asparagus 
cultivation, and we are proud to 
present our latest publication
In collaboration with Dr C. Feller we have published 
the book 

“Defi ciency symptoms and fertilisation in asparagus 
cultivation”. 

Dr Feller works at the Leibniz Institute of Vegetable 
and Ornamental Crops (IGZ) and has a considerable 
track record in asparagus research.  
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The Lindenhof, where high-quality asparagus is 
produced, is located in the far north of Germany. 

Founded in 1925, the Lindenhof is now in the hands 
of the fourth generation. By now the soil and the 
surrounding area hold no secrets for the staff , but the 
weather conditions must always be taken into account 
– and 2018 was no diff erent. 

The farm is idyllically located in the tourist region of 
Schleswig-Holstein, on the banks of the Postsee to the 
west of the town of Preetz. 

The high-quality asparagus is produced in the farm's 
sandy soil, where the juicy, tasty strawberries are also 
grown. The strawberries are freshly picked each day, 
and the asparagus and strawberries are sold in the 
stalls from May onwards. 

A total of 53 hectares is cultivated. The business 
has another crop too: there are almost 20 locations 
throughout Schleswig-Holstein where people can pick 
their own fl owers. Manager Christoph Donath-Totzke 
has to place a great deal of trust in his customers, 
because there are no staff  present to ensure that they 
make payment for the beautiful, but labour-intensive 
fl owers. His trust has been amply rewarded, because 
the Lindenhof's 'pick-your-own' fi elds have become a 
major source of income for the company.

The farm produces both white and green asparagus. 
The most popular white asparagus varieties are Gijnlim 
and Backlim. With these varieties Donath-Totzke is 
able to spoil his customers with high-quality asparagus 
throughout the entire season. The asparagus is mostly 
grown on the farm's own land, but leasehold plots are 
also used. The single-row cultivation system with a 
distance of two metres between rows has proven to be 
a very good one for the region and has therefore been 
retained. Customers are mainly served via the farm's 
stalls. To supply the stalls with asparagus as early in 
the season as possible, tunnel systems are used and 
seasonal workers are recruited to help with the work. 
The seasonal workers are paid by the hour; most of 
them are Polish workers who have been working for 
the business for many years. 

After the harvest, it is time to prepare the asparagus 
plots for the following year. Irrigating the soil 
suffi  ciently using surface water is a particular 
challenge. Crop protection is carried out in accordance 
with conventional professional practice. A spraying 
technique specially adapted to the crop is used, known 
as the droplet system.

Donath-Totzke would like to expand the business to 
include even more activities in the future, in order to 
reduce risk as much as possible, especially in periods 
of crisis. He is almost certain that he wants to keep up 
the growing activities. Given that 80% of the crop goes 
straight to the consumer without an intermediary, 
and only a small portion goes to regional discounters 
or retailers, market pressure causes no problems. 
If the prices that intermediaries off er are too low 
then Donath-Totzke is able to say no, so he is in a 
comfortable position.

The availability of staff  is an important factor that will 
require more attention in the long term. 

For Christoph Donath-Totzke, continuing the family 
business is an honour as well as a duty. In addition to 
his family responsibilities, he carries out his work every 
day with pleasure and passion.

He also advises all traders to carefully consider the 
consequences beforehand, prior to making a decision.
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